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changes. As that bulge for the baby boomer group moves into 
the senior citizens’ category, society will have new challenges.

Thinking Sociologically
Why do population experts predict the population pyr-
amid will look like Figure 13.8 by 2050? What factors in 
society might lead to this? What kinds of problems do 
you think this sort of configuration might cause?

Retirement is another topic for which population pat-
terns are critical. When Social Security was established in the 
United States in the 1930s, life expectancy from birth was 58 
for men and 62 for women (Social Security Administration 
2013). The number of people in the age-dependent categories 
of under 15 and over 65 was low. For each person who 

received Social Security in 1945, 42 workers paid Social 
Security taxes. Forty people, each paying $255 a year, could 
easily support a retired person, receiving $10,000 per year. 
However, the average life expectancy has shifted, and the age-
dependent population has increased. Currently, in the United 
States, nearly 14% of the population is over the age of 65, as 
opposed to 4% in the 1930s (World Factbook 2017b). 
Moreover, predictions are that by 2035, 20% of the popula-
tion will be over 65. In 2013, there were just 2.8 workers con-
tributing Social Security taxes for each person covered by 
Social Security (Social Security Administration 2014). When 
commentators and politicians say Social Security is in trou-
ble, they refer to problems created by changes in the compo-
sition of the U.S. population.

FIGURE 13.7  United States, 2014
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Source: Index Mundi (2015).

FIGURE 13.8  United States, 2050
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